
Sample Student Assignment:  Modern Family
Prof. Rodman

Comedy Writing
Great work.  The set-up and the scene are both funny.  Everything fits with the characters and the show.

You still tend to overwrite a little, and there are places where you could use some more rewriting. 

One-Liner: You shouldn’t believe everything you read on the internet.  [This should be a one-liner for the program, not the episode.  Like “Three branches of one extended family navigate the waters of a changing society.”]
Continuing Concept: Modern Family is a show that follows three families. The show addresses modern day problems in different types of families.  The problem for my original episode is how people believe that if the internet says it, it must be true.
Characters:

Jay:  Jay is in his last few years of getting away with calling himself a middle-aged man. He is father to Claire and Mitchell from his first marriage. With his second and current wife, Gloria, he is step-father to Manny, and father to Joe. He has an old school mentality but is more open to other ways of thinking than many men his age.

Gloria:  Jay’s younger wife who is mother to Manny and Joe. She is from Colombia and comedically struggles with her cultural barriers. Her appearance makes her out to be a gold digger but she has a genuine love for the family and tries to constantly find her place.

Manny:  Basically a matured man trapped in the body of a young boy. He is constantly looking for young love and the approval of Jay, which he lacks in both cases. He is a “mama’s boy” and Gloria only adds fuel to that fire by smothering him with love.

Joe: Jay and Gloria’s infant son.

Claire: Daughter to Jay. Mother of three and married to Phil. She is a perfectionist to the point where she can come off as neurotic. While her family may drive her crazy, she secretly enjoys the challenges of saving the day.

Phil: A man who never really grew up. Husband to Claire and real estate agent. He is a happy-go-lucky thinker who tries his best to be liked by everyone. He constantly battles to appear cool to his children and impress his father-in-law.

Haley:  Daughter to Claire and Phil. Unlike most children who are the oldest in their family, she finds no desire to strive to be the best. She’s a typical teenager who is interested in boys, her phone, and most importantly herself.

Alex:  Daughter to Claire and Phil. Alex suffers from middle child syndrome. Haley and Luke require much more attention. She looks for ways to get either sibling in trouble. When she’s not doing that, she’s busy being a straight A student.

Luke: Son to Claire and Phil. Luke is the youngest child. He’s constantly finding new ways to impress us with how little he knows about the world. He is extremely naive in just about everything.

Mitchell: Son to Jay. He is an uptight lawyer. He is a gay man who is the complete opposite of his partner. He has a problem paying attention to what others tell him.

Cameron: Mitchell’s partner. He is over the top with personality. He desires to be the center of attention and although his love for the more “feminine” things in life look to define him he is surprisingly a huge fan of football. He even coaches.

Lily: Born in Vietnam and adopted by Mitchell and Cameron. As she has grown she sometimes seems like the parent in their family.
Here you need a brief, 1-3 sentence synopsis of your A plot and B plot.  A title would help too, although I noticed your script had one.
A one-liner, too:  “You shouldn’t believe everything you read on the internet.”  
Act One:

Scene One - Dunphy Family (Plot A Beginning) - The family is rushing to get ready to run to school/work. Luke comes downstairs still in pajamas extremely sick. He tries to tell several family members that he isn’t feeling well but everyone is so focused on themselves that he is ignored. On her way out the door Claire tells him to just stay home, without checking on how he looks or his temperature. A door slams in his face. 

Scene Two Mitchell and Cameron’s Family (Plot B Beginning) - Cameron and Lily walk in to Mitchell getting ready. Cameron and Lily are playing “hooky” today. Yesterday they bought a fish tank with three fish like their three family members. As Cameron and Lily run out the door to go enjoy their day off Cameron asks Mitchell to make sure he puts the fish where they can get some light before he goes to work. While Mitchell is throwing his jacket on, juggling his laptop and trying to carry his briefcase he puts the tank on the windowsill.


Scene Three (Plot A Middle): Luke decides that if no one can take him to a doctor he will just look up his symptoms online. The outcome is a list of life threatening illnesses. Luke starts thinking about how he is dying and no one even cared.  [Play this in voice-over, listening to Luke’s thoughts?  If not, he might be on the phone talking to a friend ?  In any case, tell us what we see and hear, not what Luke’s thinking.]
Scene Four (Plot A Middle): The Dunphy Family is in the car and all of them suddenly realize how they've ignored Luke. Feeling guilty they make a plan of all the things they can do for him after they get home. Phil will cook his favorite meal, Alex will do his homework, Claire will clean his room and Haley will be nice to him.

Scene Five (Plot A Middle): Scared, Luke starts making phone calls. He calls a few friends promising his valued items. He calls Manny and tells him farewell and that he can have all his clothes, although Manny argues he has better taste than him.  [Sounds like this takes care of Scene three above.  Remember, everything moves at fast-forward in a sitcome.]
Scene Six Pritchett-Delgado house (Plot A Middle): Manny hangs up with Luke and tells Gloria that Luke is trying to give away his clothes. Gloria takes it as Luke needs a new wardrobe so they set out to buy him something nice.

Scene Seven (Plot B Middle): Mitchell just gets to work and receives a call from Cameron talking about his day. As Mitchell is trying to rush him off the phone Cameron asks him if he set up the fish tank light. Realizing what he has done wrong, Mitchell rushes back to the car to head home and fix his mistake before Cameron sees. It ends with Cameron on the phone talking about how strong the sun is and that it feels like he’s being burnt to a crisp just baking out in it.  [A good, strong act break, with plenty of comic potential].
Act Two:

Scene One (Plot B Middle): Mitchell runs into the house to find the fish floating from frying in the sun. Frantic, he runs to a computer to find an answer on how to resuscitate a dead fish. [“Resuscitate” is a funnier word than “save.”]  He finds the word CPR and without reading anything else he begins performing it on the fish. [This is a stretch, forcing your theme into the plot in an awkward way.  He could try to save the fish without looking it up.  It’s more likely that he’s smart enough to move the fish back and forth to try to force some water into its gills. That’s still funny but keeps the pace up.]  Perfectly timed, Cameron and Lily walk into the house only to find Mitchell in the middle of this mess. Lily starts screaming about Mitchell murdering their family [and Cameron begins his lecture on how Mitchell never listens.]  [Your scene ending is stronger without this, unless you can point out the comic potential of this lecture.]
Scene Two Dunphy House (Plot A Middle): Everyone comes home and starts going to work on their tasks for Luke. Phil starts crying while cutting onions to make Luke’s favorite dinner. Alex tells Luke how he got his homework from his teacher and already did it for him. Haley sits with him on the couch while Claire is cleaning his room for him. Gloria and Manny walk in with a new suit for Luke. He assumes they got it for him to wear at his own funeral. Luke puts the pieces together, naturally wrong, and thinks they’re only being nice to him because they know he’s dying too. Phil tells Luke to call Uncle Cam to see if they will come over. [This is excellent development.  A true “muddle.”]
Scene Three (Plot B Middle): As Cameron is continuing to lecture Mitchell about all the things he does for him and how he never listens, he receives a call. He answers, saying how he cannot talk right now to Phil because he now has to plan a burial. Luke’s jaw drops. [It’s funnier and makes more sense if someone else makes this call and Luke overhears them mentioning the burial part.]
Scene Four (Plot A End): Everyone is getting ready to sit for dinner. Finally Luke blows up and screams that he knows he’s dying and they don’t have to keep it a secret. He starts listing all the signs of how everyone is preparing for his funeral and the family is confused. Claire starts explaining that he’s not dying, that they just wanted to show him how much they appreciate him because they know they’ve been ignoring him lately. Luke is relieved and the family continues eating. Luke turns to Manny and says how he’s going to be sick more often if this is what he gets in return.  [Good, but it would be even better if Manny says something that suggests Luke really is dying, and they were just trying to make him feel better, like “We just want you to be happy.  Even if you were dying, we’d want you to be happy.”]
Scene Five (Plot B End): Cameron and Lily are outside standing over a miniature grave they made for the fish. They come in to find Mitchell with a new fish tank with three new fish and the light already set up. The family is all smiling, sitting and looking at the fish together.  [Nice warmth, but we need some comic potential here.]
Death by Internet
: Act Two
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INT.  LIVING ROOM - KITCHEN


Phil is in the kitchen cooking. Luke is lying on the couch. 

Phil




Luke, tonight I am making your favorite meal!

Luke




Dinosaur chicken nuggets?

Phil




No your other favorite.

Luke




You’re making lasagna?

Phil




Close... I’m making fajitas! Wait fajitas aren’t your favorite?

Luke




Not really. Anything spicy makes me poop a lot.

Phil




Alright bud well it can’t hurt to clean out those intestines. Am I right?





(glances towards camera)

Haley Enters.

Haley




Oh that smells good right Luke?






Phil




That’s because I am cooking Luke’s favorite meal.

Alex Enters.

Alex




Nice, you’re cooking lasagna?

Phil




No I’m cooking fajitas. Dammit why didn’t anybody tell me!
Alex




So Luke, I spoke to all your teachers and got your homework 




for you but then I decided why not just do it for you? Of course




I made a few answers wrong so she would know it’s yours.

Luke




Why are you doing this?

Haley




Because we love you Lukie and we want you to know that.

Phil




We do Luke! We really love you.






Phil cries while cutting onions.  Gloria and Manny Enter.

Gloria




Hello everyone! Oh Luke guess what we brought you! 




A new suit! Try it on!

Manny




It’s the finest material, only the best for you pal. 

Luke exits with the suit.

Claire Enters.

Claire




Ok so how’s everything going? Everything smooth? Good?

Phil




Everything’s great hun!






Claire




Phil why are you crying?

Phil




I’m not it’s the onions...

Luke Enters.

Claire




Oh my. Luke that suit looks great on you!

Gloria




I knew it! Perfect fit, no tailor. He could even wear it tomorrow!

Luke




Tomorrow? 
Phil




Luke could you call Uncle Cam and see what time they’re coming over?

Luke Grabs Phone and moves into the Hallway.
�Good title.


�?






